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Course Description:
In this course, upper intermediate and higher level ESL students will improve their writing through editing. 

Course Objectives:
This course will:

· develop students’ ability to apply previously learned grammar structures to writing;

· teach a variety of sentence types;

· teach editing skills;

· develop vocabulary and dictionary skills. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the students should be able to:

Writing Skills

· learn a system for finding and correcting one’s own errors;

· use editing strategies to self-correct errors, including grammar, capitalization and punctuation;

· produce and use a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences;

· use conjunctions, transition terms, and logical connectors appropriately;

· choose appropriate words to develop richness of expression.

Decision Making Skills

· identify and correct one’s own errors.

Interpersonal Skills

· work cooperatively with others;

· critically read the writing of others and comment appropriately;

· participate in in-class discussions;

· restate the ideas and opinions of others;

· ask others for advice and opinions regarding written work.

Lifelong Learning Skills

· relate previously-learned knowledge to current topic;

· organize information;

· identify own strengths and weaknesses in writing;

· develop strategies to self-correct and revise text;

· use charts to record errors, progress, and work completed.

Length of Course:
33 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Pass/No pass

Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Intermediate Reading/Writing or CASAS FWA score of 3 and a score of 2 or fewer in either grammar or punctuation/capitalization/spelling on the FWA; and Student Performance Level (SPL) 5 as measured by the BEST Plus

Required Texts:
Top 10:  Great Grammar for Great Writing, by Folse, Solomon, and Tortorella

Major Topic Outline

**Topics will be selected by the instructor based on the needs of the students.

Writing


Parts of Speech


Review of Verbs


Subject-Verb Agreement


Modals


Modals of Possibility and Probability



Modals of Advisability and Suggestion



Negative Modals


Prepositions


Sentence Patterns with Verbs, Adjectives, and Adverbs


Common Grammar Errors


Capitalization


Punctuation

